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XIX   --  STEWARDSHIP

A biblically oriented definition for stewardship incorporates a multitude of

human issues.  For example, Vice President Gore, during his days in the U.S.

Senate, expressed:

‘In the Judeo-Christian tradition, the biblical concept of dominion is quite
different from the concept of domination, and the difference is critical.
Specifically, followers of this tradition are charged with the duty of
stewardship, because the same biblical passage that grants them “dominion”
also requires them to “care for” the earth even as they “work” it.  The
requirement of stewardship and its grant of dominion are not in conflict; in
recognizing the sacredness of creation, believers are called upon to remember
that even as they “till” the earth they must also “keep” it.’4

From Adam onward, humankind is put in a steward’s position.  This role

gains worldly complexity as humanity’s duties in government, property

management, finances, and material affairs narrow the primary focus to self-

centered concerns.  Stewardship is defined as an office, a term, fulfilled by one

attending to a steward’s duties.  The tangible and immediate reward is

preservation of life.  Beyond this, the steward perpetuates the potential of a

continual creation, making room for life, for the next generation, and

possibilities for life beyond life.

One might first think of ecological stewardship in terms of Gaia’s integrated

systems.5  Humanity must somehow preserve environmental infrastructure by

maintaining the Earth’s air, water, and land.  Thus, stewardship is

understanding proper relationships, and then abiding in the very principles that

make the earth fruitful and life abundant.  Anything short of this is criminal

serving to degrade humanity’s natural inheritance.  No other species possesses
                                    
4  A. Gore,  Earth In The Balance  (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1989), page 243.

5  The reference to Gaia related to Dr. Lovelock’s descriptions which are part of his GAIA

Hypothesis; see Lovelock in references.
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intellect or willful control over earthly creation as do human beings.  By

default, secular circumstances link stewardship to survival of the planet’s life

force.

Secular Stewardship

One occasionly encounters reports that portray stewardship in a positive

light.  For example, a recent PBS telecast on human innovations provides

several profiles of present day stewards.6  But even the best of today’s

examples are tied to current global trends—because profit, as opposed to the

environment alone, can play a significant role.

One of the broadcast’s stories concerns a Californian, Sally Fox, whose

horticultural hobby later turned into an Arizona-based, environmentally-

conscious business.  Her initial efforts to breed unique varieties of cotton

fostered the production of naturally colored fibers.  Traditional commercial

methods require chemical treatments including: pesticide in the field and

bleach during final processing.  Ms. Fox selected plants that produce orange-

brown to green fibers.  Her plants require less pesticide and bleaching is not

required because the color is natural.  Fox Fiber is environmentally friendly and

is spun into yarn or cloth for clothing marketed by major mail-order

distributors.  Although limited to earth tones, these colors meet a significant

need in the retail market.  A steward’s goal and a profit are achieved while

supplying a human necessity.  This is a win-win situation, where both

humanity and environment benefit.

Fox Fiber is one of many examples of humanity working with the diversity

of life to produce ‘natural’ solutions to human-centered problems.  The profit

potential is not necessarily counterproductive, but with respect to poverty and

                                    
6  WNET.  “1% Inspiration,”  Innovation: The Next Generation.  Air date: September 7, 1993.
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global change—as described in Part One—humans need to see stewardship

providing equity in areas where technological benefits are rarely evident.  In

this regard, the work of Dr. Luiz Herrera-Estrella provides a most unique story.

Dr. Herrera is a Mexican researcher who studied molecular biology in Belgium.

With support from his government, Herrera returned to Mexico to establish a

laboratory called Cinvestav.  There, he works to develop disease resistant crops

for Mexican agriculture.

Herrera now teaches a new generation of Mexicans to conduct highly

technical work benefiting his country’s disadvantaged farmers.  His initial

projects developed potato and bean crops that increase yield and reduce

Mexico’s dependency on imports.  Here, science benefits personal life-style

while strengthening a developing economy.  In one respect this shining

example is unfortunate because it is unique to only a few developing nations.

Slowly, other nations of the South, through education programs and resource

development, attempt to achieve similar results.  These are the seeds of a

sustainable global future.  Herrera recognized that his personal talent and

energy could make a difference.  His unique form of Less Developed Country

stewardship fills a gap that rarely receives technological benefits from the

North.

Another example from the telecast describes work of a French biologist-

physician, Dr. Daniel Cohen.  His projects include developing therapies for

Muscular Dystrophy and other hereditary diseases.  The doctor’s labs are filled

with computer-automated machinery that routinely surpass the efforts of skilled

human technicians.  These mechanical laborers decipher portions of the human

genome—the DNA making the human genetic code.  Cohen’s work is a race
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against time because the genome is large and complex.  A payoff only comes

when genetic defects are identified and human disease is cured.  

Globally, scientists envision incredible potential for genetic therapies.

However, these techniques bring surreal possibilities, including the alteration of

codes for purposes beyond human health maintenance.  Humanity is hardly at

that point but possibilities exist.  Elsewhere, medical-industrial corporations

hope to secure exclusive rights to specific genome sequences for product

development and capital gains.  Ethics of this practice are the focus of current

debate.  If one assumes that there is a Creator’s intelligence locked within the

code, humanity comes close to meddling with the product of a wisdom

beyond their domain.

If widely used, genetic improvements promise to sustain a greater global

population.  Then again, technologies developed in the North typically stay in

the North.  Can the South afford the cure?  The nature of corporate profit or

personal gain is a recent and growing development in science.  Research

requires funding and funding drives the work from topic to topic—from an era

of basic science (50s, 60s), to ecology (70s), then to cell sciences (70s, 80s),

to present genetic engineering and patentable sequences.  

I wonder if the wave of basic research will weaken, even collapse, because

materialist motives drive science into the marketplace?  Corporate activities are

not directed by serendipity, academic curiosity, nor personal ideals alone.

Industrial money represents funds seeking answers that generate more money.

Material motives now drive many processes previously geared to the academic

pursuit of basic and applied knowledge.  The former distinctions between

campus and industry blur—and humanity must take heed—as monetary gains

attract academicians into potentially conflicting hybrid relationships.
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Other Examples of Stewardship

There are never enough examples of good stewardship.  I wish to see more,

but until everyone on Earth contributes, each day, a truly sustainable planet is

an illusive myth.  I must fight cynicism to look for hope, in spite of numerous

negatives that hinder progress.  Elsewhere, technologies that conserve energy,

boost auto mileage, and reduce atmospheric hydrocarbon emissions represent

the fruits of constructive efforts.  Are these the answer or means of buying time

before larger crises hit?  Other significant stewardship efforts include:

development of alternate food sources or marketing of ‘new’—lesser

known—native crops; recycling of glass, metals, and plastics; and refinement

of proven agricultural techniques to rotate crops, reduce soil erosion, and

decrease chemical dependencies linked to fertilizers and pesticides.  Current

research and development leading to new materials for efficient photovoltaic

cells for solar electricity and lightweight, rechargeable, batteries for electric

powered autos or home use present a few of the brighter promises for a fossil-

fuel free society.  There seems to be no end to the entrepreneurial spirit and

creativity in the marketplace.  There is however a catch within this optimistic

view.  Technology is still obligated to proprietary innovation and production.

The good fairy of this technological age does not sprinkle the dust of prosperity

over all nations.  Stewardship that benefits all people equally awaits global

agreements or a global governing system that, by necessity, enforces rapid

dissemination of technology in the name of saving the planet.  But until

forced, market-driven systems produce goods to accrue profit with little

emphasis on altruistic motives working toward a globally sustainable

environment.
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After listening to keynote speakers and examining the philosophy of UN

policies developed at global summits, I, as do many scientists, remain

concerned about the pace of global progress.  Year after year, meeting after

meeting, the words sound the same, and reports of progress are forever

hopeful but the UN lion has no teeth.  Can the spirit of stewardship alone

advance the goals of a sustainable planet?  The disparity between those who

have and those who need technological advancement often results from self-

fulfilling economic mechanisms.  Humanity spins a futile cycle of monetary

and material progress for the economy’s sake—as if this system were itself a

life force, a beast of its own unique nature.  Within capital rich nations,

technology and stewardship fail where the darker human nature freely works

within democratic systems.  Is democracy safeguarding life?  (Does

communism?)  In the words of the original “Pogo” cartoonist, Walt Kelly, a

counter intuitive consideration reveals:

‘AN EARLY FINAL THOUGHT
‘...The personal hummock in our common swamp is frail.  The tough mind is
very often an attempt to retain the property of self.  If we identify with
possessions and powers that are transient, how is it possible to scoff at the
youth, who for at least this one young, blinding moment, realizes that these
are not the things he yearns for?
   ‘We old grumps remember that one of the drives of our youth was to
“Make the world safe for democracy.”  Now, as goblins loom on every side,
we are with George Washington.  We cannot tell a lie.  Youth looks at the Big
Bomb, Big Government, Big Labor, Big Crime, Big Britches, and we must
admit with him, in the words of a Pogo character, “We gotta make
democracy safe for the world.”’7

Democracy gives freedoms, choices, and, as examined next, room for the

growing power of exploitation.

                                    
7  W. Kelly,  Impollutable Pogo  (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1970), page 9.
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Stewards of Darkness

In recent years a collection of small industrial organizations—including

farmers, ranchers, miners, loggers, and recreation groups—gathered within a

larger association known as the Wise Use Movement (WUM).8  The people

and organizations cited below are examples of a larger problem concerning

human behavior which itself constitutes a global warning sign.  For example,

WUM maintains a unilaterally declared opposition to U.S. environmental

groups, such as: Audubon, National Wildlife Federation, Nature Conservancy,

Wilderness Society, to name a few.  Ironically, environmentalist grassroots

techniques now employed by WUM maneuver a free-market system away from

environmentally and economically sensible practices.  Here, foresight

management fostering long-term sustainable plans succumb to short-term

goals.  A certain respectability is conveyed by the 250 to 500 smaller WUM

organizations that include names such as: Alliance for America, Alliance for

Responsible CFC Policy, Citizens for Sensible Control of Acid Rain, Living

Lakes, Inc., People for the West, or Sahara Club.  But the names are

misleading and mask connections to industry—as noted by Richard Stapleton:

‘It’s not difficult to expose the sham.  The Oregon Lands Coalition, which
organized the Portland protest, began its life housed in the Association of
Oregon Industries office.  The Council for Solid Waste Solutions shares office
space with its parent, The Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc.  The National
Wetlands Coalition, another industry arm hiding behind a feel-good name,
professes to redress problems small landowners have with wetlands
regulation.’9

                                    
8  M. Knox,  “Meet the Anti-Greens.”  The Progressive  55  (1991),  pages  21- 23.

9  R. M. Stapleton,  “Greed vs. Green.  How the wise use movement employs corporate

money and questionable tactics to stake its claim to public lands,”  National Parks

(November/December 1992), pages 32-37.
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Hidden below the surface a battle rages between big business and

preservationists.  Numerous mining and petroleum firms contribute large sums

of money to insure future profitability—regardless of long-term environmental

consequences.  The net support of all the smaller groups within WUM makes

for a war chest totaling millions.  Lost in the background—obscured by

motives for corporate profit—are the workers in the mills, mines, fields, or

production plants.  These are the little guys who suffer most in confrontations

between larger interests.

Limitations on mining or Federal timber sales, rulings imposed by

environmental legislation, or protection of endangered species seem to cause

unemployment.  However, jobs are destined to disappear, especially as natural

resources vanish.10  Meanwhile, WUM’s effective emotional arguments force

environmental movements to retreat.  Grassroots tactics used by WUM employ

the little guys as a smoke screen for corporate interests.  WUM has gained

ground to the point of reversing environmental programs.  Greed has gained a

resourceful foothold.

Darkness Personified

Some corporations advertise their specific stewardship practices thus

countering the WUM example, but this is the exception to the wider

movement.11  Ironically, the nature of WUM is characterized in pseudo-

religious terms.  Material gain, the idol put on the WUM pedestal, is the

ultimate objective.12  Typical quotes describing Wise Use are:
                                    
10  R. M. Stapleton., “A Call To Action.”  National Parks  (March/April 1993),  page 38.

11  For recent corporate examples see Ricciuti, E. R.  “Green Go The Corporations OH!”

Wildlife Conservation  (January/February 1991),  pages 85-95.

12  See Isaiah 40:18-22.  Nothing of man’s making upon the Earth can replace a God who

displays works including the likes of the heavens and the earth.
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‘The wise-use movement regards wilderness, wetlands and endangered
species as the unholy trinity...’13

‘“Industry,” Arnold said, “is incapable of having an agenda by itself.  It’s too
fragmented, and it’s illegal for it to come together in coalitions because of the
antitrust act...”  But thanks to the Wise Use movement, Arnold claims, “there
are now 500 little nonprofit groups, run by grassroots folks, out there
spreading the gospel.”’14

The spirit of the message is carried to local rallies by others serving the

movement:

‘...WUM hired gun Dennis Winter as he worked lumbermen in Livingston,
Montana: “He shouted at, pleaded with, and stroked his audience, using an
evangelical style more common to the pulpit than wood pulp.  He made his
audience stand.  He made them sit.  He made them shout in unison, and
when it wasn’t loud enough he made them do it again.’15

‘Through rumors and letters, with exaggerations, half-truths, and outright lies,
WUM pushed all the hot buttons.’16

‘Sympathetic members of Congress have introduced bills on timber issues and
on funding wilderness trails open to motorized vehicles—bills that were
crafted in close consultation with wise-use lobbyists.’17  (here, WUM financial
support comes from off-road vehicle manufacturers, including those in Japan)

‘According to Arnold, the furor over acid rain, global warming, the hole in the
ozone, cancer caused by Alar, and species depletion is nothing more than a
scare tactic used by the environmental movement “to create the illusion of
crisis.”’18

                                    
13  M. Satchell,  “Any color but green.”  U.S. News & World Report.  21 October 1991,  pages

74-76.

14  K. O’Callaghan,  “Whose Agenda for America.”  Audobon.  (1 September 1992), page 83.

Note: Ron Arnold is a spokesman for the Wise Use Movement.

15  Stapleton, R. M.  “On The Western Front,”  National Parks.  (January/February 1993), page

34.

16  Ibid., page 34.

17  Ibid.,  M. Satchell,  page 75.

18  Ibid., K. O’Callaghan,  pages 80-89.
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“Industry must encourage development of citizen activist groups supportive of
the need to produce goods.”19

Charles Cushman, of the National Inholders Association (which works

within WUM), comments on preservation calling it:

 ‘a new religion, a new paganism, that worships trees and sacrifices people.’20

Richard Stapleton further summarizes WUM motives and industry’s ultimate

dilemma:

‘The cover photo on The Wise Use Agenda shows Alan Gottlieb arm-in-arm
with a grinning George Bush.  And does anyone need to be reminded how
Dan Quayle’s Council on Competitiveness has worked to sabotage wetlands
protection as well as federal clean air and recycling regulations?
  The fight is not over jobs.  Those loggers in Portland are out of work despite
the fact that cutting in Oregon’s national forests has increased 16 percent in
the past decade.  Environmentalism is not their problem; exportation and
automation are.  The fight is what park historian Alfred Runte calls “a battle
for leftovers” (“A Word to the Wise,” National Parks, May/June 1992).
Industry, having squandered natural resources to the point of scarcity, can
find no room for conservation compliance.’21

The Wise Use Movement is free to exploit democracy’s freedoms.  Ties

between WUM and politicians in high office only demonstrate the effectiveness

of their movement’s operations.  How can democracy be made safe in a time

of global change?  In absolute terms, regardless of political affiliations or

governmental systems, humans are always free to choose global stewardship

over temporal gain.

Cumulative effects of unabated, irreversible, exploitation inevitably result in

global crisis.  The scientific community and policy-makers know this and

express their frustration by the world’s inaction.  The Union of Concerned

                                    
19  Ibid.  p. 85

20  Ibid., R. M. Stapleton, “Greed vs. Green...,” page 37.

21  Ibid.  p. 37.
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Scientists, in its 1992 “World Scientists Warning to Humanity,” calls for urgent

action by all governments and all people.22  Where is the urgent response?

What if humanity ignores the cry for action and stay the present course?  Why

are appropriate actions delayed?  Or, put another way, what might distract

humanity to purposely hold to its present exploitive practice?  The answer is

found in human behavior.  Personal beliefs and humanity’s governmental

systems—in an earthly material setting—are the foundation for distraction and

the entrance of a key political figure whom I characterize further in the next

chapter.

Stewardship Timelines

Two parallel timelines form within the window.  The first is based on

human secular activity, where every element or experience exists strictly within

a physical Universe.  The other extends beyond the purely physical and

includes the Creator.  He interacts with humans living in a partitioned space

defined by the Universe.  The first scenario now appears in every aspect of

global change.  This is the realm of immediate human attention  The second

view, with regard to stewardship, is summarized by God’s will as revealed in

the Scriptures.  Two important themes add to the relevance of the second

timeline.  First, the Creator makes promises—covenants—which require human

obedience.  Second, warnings appear in advance of God’s own response to

disobedient humans.  Two results with similar appearances bring humanity to

the threshold of an environmental crisis.  The first is trouble solely within this

physical domain.  The second is the appearance of similar crises stemming

                                    
22  Union of Concerned Scientists, 26 Church Street, Cambridge, MA 02238.  This warning

statement was signed by over 1600 scientists, including many Nobel Laureates and other

distinguished names from around the globe.



The Creator’s Window                DRAFT 2    nd    Edition            © 2000 - T. Peterson    - Part 4 - page - 20

www.WindowView.org

from the Creator’s actions.  A comparison of the natural with the God-natural

requires exploration of the basic covenants that apply to stewardship and of

God’s warnings for humanity’s failure as stewards.  Humans have already

sounded the secular warning.  So, what does the Creator say?  From this point

onward, we must weave our way between the physical and the God-natural.

Among other themes, the Scriptures describe a meeting—a head-on

confrontation—where human and Almighty meet with extreme consequences

displayed within the Earth’s environment.  This is illustrated by the

environmental types presented in Chapter XXII.  But first, what guidance has

humanity to avoid this nearly certain conflict?

Stewardship and the Covenants

If the Torah offers a comprehensive model for all levels of human

experience, then Leviticus  sums biblical promises into a key stewardship

covenant:

‘Follow my decrees and be careful to obey my laws, and you will live safely in
the land.’  (Leviticus  25:18, NIV)

Obviously, many humans fail to recognize the historical and ecological

significance of these few words!  Humanity only visits the Earth and

stewardship requires respectful, temporary, use without abuse.  What you

assume is yours belongs to the Creator:

‘The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you
are but aliens and my tenants.’ (Leviticus 25:23, NIV; humans are: ‘strangers
and sojourners with me,’ NKJV)

The promises imply a relationship between God and humankind.  All the

covenants are rooted in his reality.  The message is: he exists and I prosper if I

seek him.  He transcends the gap between two realities and he alone provides
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the earth, solar light, rain, and everything required to perpetuate and sustain

life.  God himself abides by stewardship principles.

The Earth is a stepping stone.  God’s will initiates our being (see

Chapter XIV, Covenant of Creation) as part of a larger ongoing process.  Our

stewardship role facilitates this continued creation until the earth itself is worn

and insufficient to sustain life.  The Creator acknowledges the temporal nature

of planet Earth through Isaiah, who says:

‘Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will
vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants
die like flies. But my salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never
fail.’  (Isaiah 51:6, NIV, emphasis added)

Creation continues each day, until the earth wears out, and even then God

promises salvation for those who make a relationship with him.  My being

represents an invitation to initiate a relationship.  The duration of my visit here

is the length of the invitation.  When I accept the invitation, or die, the

invitation is recycled.  If I accept, then when I pass away physically my

personal timeline is put on hold for the future.

The promise that there is more to come—after stewardship in this life

experience—beyond the reality of the present Earth, is reflected by Isaiah:

‘So that he who blesses himself in the earth Shall bless himself in the God of
truth; And he who swears in the earth Shall swear by the God of truth;
Because the former troubles are forgotten, And because they are hidden from
My eyes.  For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former
shall not be remembered or come to mind.  But be glad and rejoice forever in
what I create; For behold, I create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, And her people a
joy.’  (Isaiah 65:16-18, NKJV)

Creation continues, beyond this physical phase, establishing new heavens and

a new earth.  This is the next stepping stone on the path to an existence

directly with the Creator.  This is demonstrated further by the Universal
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Timeline in Chapter XXIII.  The present partnership between human and God is

sustained as long as stewards maintain this Earth.  The planet’s extended

longevity, in turn, increases the number of souls who visit, receive the

invitation, and thus increases the number who gain the option to extend their

personal timelines beyond the present age.  The universal plan—part of God’s

family planning—preempts life’s scientifically logical demise in a sterile aging

Universe.  Here, the question of one scientific expectation, the Sun’s eventual

solar burnout, is no longer pertinent.

What seems to lie ahead, in the immediate future, as indicated by global

change, is a crisis with horrible consequences resulting from the earth’s

decline.  Yet, in the words of Calvin DeWitt, there is something joyous to be

gained in the present life:

‘...we too are expected to keep the earth (Gen. 2:15).  As the Lord keeps us,
so are we to keep God’s creation.  In keeping the earth and its creatures, we
are to give ourselves, other creatures, and the land their Sabbath rests—their
times for restoration, their times for enjoying the fruits of God’s creation (Exod.
20, 23; Lev. 25, 26).’23  (emphasis added)

The Earth’s stewards are encouraged to rest and enjoy!

What the Bible Warns

The Scriptures are full of warnings against humanity’s sinful nature.  Israel is

the primary example, the object of God’s focus on the world, and

consequences for Israel’s disobedience (held captive in Egypt and later in

Babylon, etc.) or blessings for Israel’s obedience are spelled out for all to read.

The Jewish role as a Chosen People makes their example like one who lives in a

glass house.  One subset of humanity is God’s example for all people, all

                                    
23  C. DeWitt, ed.,  The Environment & the Christian  (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1991),

pages 7, 8.
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nations, even for Israel itself.  Remember, Jew and Gentile alike are aliens and

tenants on Earth!  This all inclusive aspect is seen in Leviticus:

‘But you must keep my decrees and my laws. The native-born and the aliens
living among you must not do any of these detestable things, for all these
things were done by the people who lived in the land before you, and the
land became defiled.  And if you defile the land, it will vomit you out as it
vomited out the nations that were before you.’  (Leviticus 18:26-28, NIV,
emphasis added)

These verses are aimed directly at the Jewish nation, but there is no

mistaking the inclusion of Gentiles, referred to as aliens, which is an

appropriate perspective for a message first written to those who are the primary

example.  Jews are God’s intended message bearers.  They are to bring God’s

message to the foreigners, aliens, nations, the Gentiles, who live among them.

The Jewish Scriptures, their covenants and truths, are a message applicable to

all humankind.  The objective is information dissemination followed by

extended relationship between one God and all people.  The intended system

would have Jews revealing God to everyone—especially now in the name of

the Jewish Messiah.  This has not happened, but hold tight, the days of Jewish

evangelism come soon.  You may disbelieve, or say this is incredible, but the

source of this information is simply contained in the Creator’s Universal

Timeline.

Sin, detestable acts, violating the land bring consequences that Israel

witnessed through other nations before her time.  After all, God’s relation with

humankind started before Abraham, in the days of Adam—the first man

appointed to a steward’s role.  Might the ancient Mesopotamian communities

still stand had their inhabitants not exploited the land?  Indeed, they worked

the land without rest, and today the foundations of ancient Ur and Uruk blow

with the desert sands.
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Keeping to the original plan requires that humans add to their number and

live out their days in service to God:

"I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before
you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you
and your descendants may live; (Deuteronomy 30:19, NKJV; emphasis added).

The implied warning reiterates the intention for creation with a purpose.  The

object of the exercise, so to speak, is life now, life after life, and life with God.

We instinctively look to time ahead, because the will to live is inherent in

human nature—a drive mechanism installed in our being before birth.24

Warnings that fit present times include careful use of the land:

‘Woe to those who join house to house; They add field to field, Till there is no
place Where they may dwell alone in the midst of the land!’  (Isaiah 5:8,
NKJV, emphasis added)

‘And the LORD spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying,  "Speak to the
children of Israel, and say to them: When you come into the land which I
give you, then the land shall keep a sabbath to the LORD.”’ (Leviticus 25:1,2,
NKJV, emphasis added; land itself must observe a sabbath, NIV)

Present day agriculture loses valuable farm land to erosion and urban

development.  House to house subdivisions are a consequence of densely

settled areas.  The slash and burn agricultural practice in the Amazon basin

certainly connects field to field in a manner that destroys valuable rainforest.

And where the land is forever tilled for crops without rest, the soil is nutrient

poor and over worked.  Consequently fertility must be boosted by chemical

fertilizers and pesticides killing beneficial organisms as well as the intended

pesky microbe, insect, or weed.  Look closely at Isaiah’s words because human

                                    
24  In fact, death was never part of the Universal Timeline until innocence was lost in the

Garden of Eden.  Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, literally or figuratively, and a new

covenant was established.  See covenants listed in Appendix D.
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population growth is certainly implied.  This effectively summarizes present

global change.

A key example of failing to provide the land its sabbath rest goes back 2500

years.  The Jewish people did not observe God’s Shabbat for the land and

subsequently Israel suffered captivity in Babylon.  This 70 year judgment

brought us Daniel’s words, written in captivity, and the 70 week riddle!  In

Israel’s absence, the land rested.  God’s law requires a year’s rest in every seven

(Leviticus 25:1-7).  This Torah ordinance, as in so many other cases, is

biological good sense!  The soil’s microbial flora, nutrients, and natural balance

return in the seventh year and prepare the land for six more growing seasons.

This is sustainable practice!  Who today gives the land its Shabbat?

Humans are clearly given to material behaviors.  The Creator warns that

things of this earth are tied to events and consequences which themselves are

worldly and futile.  Thus, humans are distracted from God’s will, his timeline

plan, and the intended relationship with him.
‘Do not store up for yourselves wealth here on earth, where moths and rust
destroy, and burglars break in and steal.’  (Mattityahu 6:19, JNT)

Additional warnings point to times ahead.  Because the Creator knows some

will always choose life apart from him.  So, the days ahead include insults to

the land, and to God, such that judgment is inevitable:

‘The earth will become desolate because of its inhabitants, as the result of
their deeds.’  (Micah 7:13, NIV)

‘The fool says in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, their deeds
are vile; there is no one who does good.’  (Psalm 14:1, NIV)

‘As for you, my flock, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will judge
between one sheep and another, and between rams and goats.  Is it not
enough for you to feed on the good pasture?  Must you also trample the rest
of your pasture with your feet?  Is it not enough for you to drink clear water?
Must you also muddy the rest with your feet?  Must my flock feed on what
you have trampled and drink what you have muddied with your feet?’
(Ezekiel 34:17-19, NIV, emphasis added)
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Judgment brings a certain end for those who disbelieve.  Salvation and

continued life are reserved for those who believe.

Looking back, evidence for irreversible environmental damage is

documented by science.  However, the real battle is not in preserving Earth for

the future.  The dilemma is humanity’s refusal to submit itself to self-

examination, then to acknowledge sins committed against the Creator’s

ongoing presentation in nature.  A change in human psychology and life style

are obviously unacceptable to those caught up in materialism.  Humans are,

first and last, their own weakness and greatest adversary.  Returning to Walt

Kelly’s philosophy, spoken through the words of Porkypine:
“We have met the enemy and he is us.”25

Sins against creation are acts confounding God’s purposes for our being.

The biblical text promises a regenerated Earth.  This writing, in part,

concerns the process of getting from the present circumstance to the

fulfillment of this future promise.  But first, you can’t get to there from here,

without a futuristic excursion into the material world.

                                    
25  Ibid., W. Kelly, page 128.


